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“What did God say
to Mommy?”

That is what Tina asked
her 11-vear-old adopted
son Glenn, during our
interview. And Glenn softly
replied, “God said, do you
want a special boy? A
good-looking, smart, baby
boy?" And Tina answered
God, “Yes, I do want a
special baby boy!” And that
is how Tina began to
explain how the two came
together. ..

We sart in their small,
comfortable front room
where Tina sleeps on a
hospital bed. She has health
concerns and requires
oxygen. Her prognosis is
not favorable and she is
making preparations. She is
having a DVD produced for
Glenn so he will be able to
recall their life together.
Tina has asked The Arc to
participate. Should he need
help, he will have
recognizable images andl
contact information.

Ada, their very
affectionate Siamese cat,
joined us and took

TheA

AP Morthessterm
115 Meadow Avenue
Seranton, PA 18505

Tel: SF0-346-4010 Fax: 570-346-8430
www.thearcnepa.org

Emall: frontdesk @thearcnopa.org

Tine, Glen and their car Ada

advantage of the extra cuddling. Glenn
was in and out, curious about when we
were leaving, as he was concerned about
his dinner. Glenn has Prater Willie
Syndrome and is preoccupied with food.
He is also diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy,
Autism, Mental Retardation, and Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome (FAS),

The story told was remarkable. Tina, the
oldest of 14, found work as a voung girl,
and a way to survive. Her early vears were
very difficult and learning how to read
and write was never a priority. Burt she did
learn how to get help when needed.

Tina met Glenn when he was but four
months old. He and his older brother were
abandoned at a nearby tavern. Though
Tina recently had back surgery she
volunteered to care for baby Glenn. Tina
had already raised four girls; the voungest
of which was 32! But she gladly sacrificed

what little she had to purchase food,
clothing, and all things needed for Glenn's
care.

The first night - the crying began -
crying and crying. Tina knew something
was wrong and later she learned that the
crying was a type of withdrawal as a
result of the FAS. Tina noted that his
development was delaved; not sitting,
crawling or thriving. She even gave him
water with an eve dropper. As his history
unfolded, Tina discovered Glenn's birth
mother and tried to talk to her about
these concerns.

Tina brought Glenn to her Geisinger
doctor and he was found to be
developmentally delaved, This medical
intervention also brought about Children
and Youth Services. Glenn's mother was
located and incarcerated. Her five children
went into foster care and Tina became
Glenn's foster mother. The medical
professionals warned Tina about the
amount of care that he would require but
she was devoted to him.

Eventually, it was time for Glenn to
return to his birth mother, Tina was afraid
of how things might turn out. Bur, as
things did turn out, Glenn returned
home, Mom told Tina that her house was
too small and asked it she wanted Glenn.
And she did.

At 18 months, Glenn was diagnosed
with autism and mental retardation. The
doctor advised Tina to contact The Arc
and she did. Glenn began receiving early
intervention services and attended a local
pre-school, This is when Tina began
having problems with service delivery. She
was very vigilant and noticed that Glenn
and another little girl were kept in their
chairs, denying them opportunities to
play/interact with the other children. Tina
was, from the beginning, Glenny's best
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President’s Message

| hope that we all enjoyed a
wonderful Christmas and holiday
season. It truly is a great time of
vear. [ wish evervone a happy new
vear and hope that your resolutions
and dreams for 2009 are fulfilled.

Dr. Dominic Maldonato celebrated
his 100th birthday on December 28.
We all wish him a very happy
birthday. We plan to reschedule a
birthday celebration for Claire and

= Doc as soon as he recuperates from
a health setback. When vou have a chance, please send
him vour best wishes.

During the holiday season the Friends of the Arc
Auxiliary participated in the Festival of Trees
competition at the Electric City Trolley Muscum. Their
beautifully and imaginatively decorated tree was
chosen as the most outstanding. [ certainly want to
recognize the Board of the Arc Auxiliary for their fine
work.

I had the honor of representing the Arc of
Northeastern Pennsylvania together with Don Broderick
at the Arc of the United States annual convention in
Albuguergue, New Mexico November 5-8th. We enjoyed
numerous informative workshops each day and had the

at The Arc have just finished up a
very exciting year; now on to new
opportunities in "09, Our expansion
into Carbon, Monroe, Pike and
Susguehanna counties has moved
along rapidly. We continue to grow
and expand our recreational services
in Carbon County. Mari and her staft
are doing a fantastic job with a super
group of consumers and family members, Our presence

in Monroe continues to expand. We have just started an
exciting new community options program and are
hoping to develop life sharing in Monroe and Pike
counties.

Jeannie Lallv has been swamped with advocacy cases

unties of our coverage area. She has done a
magnificent job helping consumers and family
members from Lehighton to Honesdale, and from
Milford to Montrose in all areas of advocacy. A number
of training sessions are planned with the help of staff
from our state office in Harrisburg.

As we grow and develop looking to the future, we
can't forget from where we have come. Programs and
services in the Scranton and Lackawanna areas are as
strong as ever. We continue to receive the highest
grades when licensed in adult day and residential
services., Congratulations to all involved.

And now on to the future and that dirty word -
“funding”. The Governor will present his budget
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apportunity to absorb some of the southwestern
culture as well. The chili really is hot.

One of the principal highlights was the keynote
address by Geraldo Rivera. Rivera talked at length
about the most meaningful investigative report of his
career some 30 yvears ago. He exposed the conditions at
the Willowbrook School for the mentally [l in 1972 that
eventually led to its closure. He interacted freely with
the audience for an hour after his remarks. Ultimately
he asked individuals to correspond with him about
current deplorable conditions. He promised to use
these as part of a 37th anniversary update on
Willowbrook. The report aired on his Fox program
December 27 & 28.

January has just begun and we are all tired of
chipping ice and shoveling snow. As a respite, please
circle Friday night May 15th on your calendar for Arc
Knight at the Races, Shirtsleeves will be in order.
Finally, letters will be in the mail soon for new
members and renewals.

[ thank the staff and officers for their fine work in
2008 and trust that 2009 will be every bit as successful.

Respectfully,
Alan Hughes

proposal for 2009-2010 on February 3rd. Everyone is
aware of the difficult economic times the entire country
is facing.

The latest projection on the state budget is that we
are potentially looking at a $1.9 billion deficit by the
end of June '09. Most state supported entities have
already been cut by 4.6% on average and more cuts are
expected.

S0 far most community MH-MR dollars have been
spared, our system encountering only a cut at this
point. However, the future is very uncertain, and as the
Governor has said; no program is safe.

*ar Quinn and | recently attended a forum at
Marvwood sponsored by Representatives Kevin
Murphy, Ken Smith and the chairman of the House
appropriations committee, Dwight Evans. Ten local
legislators were present. Many in the audience spoke on
the need to continue state support for their
organizations and progr , but it is very evident that
hard times are here. We serve some of the most
vulnerable people in our state, and feel that adeguate
funding is tial for us to continue to provide
quality services to consumers. We hope the legislators
agree,

With our strong board of directors, our reputation
for quality services, and superb staff, we are in an
excellent position to attack the challenges ahead.

Respectfully,
Don Broderick







